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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Claim 1-2,4-9 and 11-14 are allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for 
the indication of allowable subject matter: With respect to claims 1 and 7 Okada 
teaches a vehicle lock controller (item 30 or item 68) installed in a vehicle having a 
plurality of doors (see Fig. 1) to control locking of the doors through communication with 
a portable device (item 12), the vehicle lock controller comprising: a plurality of 
transmitting circuits (items 20 and 22), each provided in association with a 
corresponding one of the doors to output a request signal (see column 2 line 16) and 
request the portable device to transmit a response signal (see column 2 line 16) also 
see column 9 lines 5-30 where Okada gives a teaching of transmitting circuits and 
receiving circuits for the request and response signal correspond to each door. Okada 
further teaches a control unit (item 26) connected to the transmitting circuits. Okada 
teaches the signals are intermittently cycled see column 9 lines 19-56 or column lines 
14-23 Okada teaches detecting a request signal for a predetermined time before 
unlocking the associated door. Okada teaches the controller item 68 can be 
programmed with priority codes see column 19 lines 42-55 and order of the circuits may 
be predetermined or the transceiver with the highest priority. Okada does not teach the 
further limitation to claims 1 and 8 of determining the priority order of the transmitting 



Application/Control Number: 10/649,019 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2835 

circuit based how often each door is used. At least these further limitations to claims 1,7 
and 8 not taught or rendered obvious in the cited prior art of record. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Okada et al. (U.S. Pat. No.6,552,649) teaches the device of 
claims 1 and 8 but was published later than the EP document cited above, Masudaya 
(U.S. Pat. No.6,707,375) teaches a device with a plurality of transmitters and a method 
of prioritization of the transmission of data signals, Morikawa (U.S. Pat No.6, 630,889) 
teaches a prioritization method similar to that of claims 1 and 8. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Rutland-Wallis whose telephone number is 571- 
272-5921 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:30AM- 
6:00PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn D. Feild can be reached on 571-272-2092. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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